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Saturday, September 11, promises to be a memorable day in the history of the Depart-
ment. That evening a dinner will be held at the Round Barn Convention Center in 
Champaign honoring John and Alice Matthews. John will have completed more than 40 
years of service to the agriculture of Illinois, and this will be his final year of 
active service. Tickets for the occasion are available from the Department at a cost 
of $7.00 per person including gratuities and will continue on sale through Wednesday, 
September B. Of course the evening will have its serious moments, but in the main it 
will be a fun evening and a period to be thankful for the blessing of friends and 
friendship. 
STUDENT NEWS 
M. W. "Mike" Krause, a senior in agricultural 
engineering next year is shown with an exhibit 
on solar energy grain drying at the State FFA 
Convention held on campus in June. Mike is a 
native of rural Easton. The exhibit was de-
veloped under the supervision of Dr. G. C. 
Shove and will be shown at a number of lo-
cations over Illinois this summer. Mike ac-
companies the exhibit and explains the princi-
ples of solar energy and its potential for 
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R. W. "Wayne" Provart '59 re:P' ~~~ in his home address- 5291 3rd Street, 
N.E., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55421. 
Wendell Bowers '48, '56 has been elected regional director for the Southwest Region, 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers, and was installed at the ASAE annual meet-
ing held in Lincoln, Nebraska, in June. Wendell is an extension agricultural engineer, 
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater. 
Larry Hodel, AM '70, was a recent visitor to the Department. Larry is service manager, 
John Deere Company, East Moline, Illinois. 
Dr. Joe T. Clayton '51 has been named technical director of the Food Engineering Di-
vision, American Society of Agricultural Engineers. He began a two-year term following 
his installation at the ASAE annual meeting at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, in 
late June. Joe is professor and head of the Department of Food and Agricultural Engi-
neering, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
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T. H. Nirmal '57 reports that the headquarters for the Post Harvest Technology 
Scheme, Central Institute of Agricultural Engineering, has been moved from New Delhi 
to Nabi Bagh Berasia Road, Bhopal - 462001, India. Mr. Nir.mal serves as chief project 
coordinator. 
Kenneth L. "Ken" Philippi '76 is an associate engineer, test engineering, Fiat-Allis, 
Inc., Springfield, Illinois. His mailing address is 11 Candlewood Drive, Apartment 5, 
Springfield, 62704. 
David E. Wilson '61, until recently ~nager of distribution for the Agrico Chemical 
Co., has been promoted to vice president of supply and distribution. David joined 
Agrico in 1971. 
Gary A. Brown '70 is in his third year of law at Washington University. He receives 
mail at 7782 West Brano, Apartment 3, St. Louis, Missouri 63117. 
George Richardson, AM '75 is associated with S and S Sales in Marengo, Illinois. The 
firm deals in farmstead equipment such as bins, augers, feeders, waterers, and farrow-
ing crates. Mrs. Richardson is the former Nancy Kay Jones (see Newsletter No. 6, 1975-
76 series, June 15, 1976). The Richardson's mailing address is 201 Durtschi Drive, 
Apartment 4, Mt. Horeb, Wisconsin 53572. 
Recent visitors to the Department include Dr. W. C. "Cecil" Hammond '64, '70 who con-
tinues his assignment as an agricultural engineering subject matter specialist, Co-
operative Extension Service, University of Georgia, Athens. Mr. J. C. Tunnell '67, 
'73 is manager of a firm in Suffolk, Virginia, dealing with the production of peanut 
hulls for use in agricultural and industrial production. John recently suffered painful 
injuries in a rototiller mishap, fracturing one and severely lacerating both of his legs. 
The Tunnells live at 5205 Bennett's Pasture Road, Suffolk, Virginia 23434. 
STAFF NEWS 
Dr. J. L. Baker is the junior author of Research Bulletin 924, "A Review of the Pro-
perties of Gaseous Mixtures and Laws of Evaporation Pertinent to the Seasoning of 
Lumber," Agricultural Experiment Station, Purdue University, August, 1975. 
Dr. Egil Berge, visiting professor in the Department during the past year, has com-
pleted his assignment and will soon be returning to his native Norway. At present the 
Berge family is on tour of the United States and Canada. 
Again this year members of the staff made an excellent showing in awards for education-
al aids in competition held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the American So-
ciety of Agricultural Engineers at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. In the classifi-· 
cation "Models and Instructive Displays," Dr. Shove was a winner for his exhibit on solar 
energy for grain drying (see additional write-up under "Student News"). Dr. L. E. Bode 
won a blue ribbon in the "Publications" category for the Illinois Pesticide Applicator 
Study Guide; and in "Slides knd Film Strips", Mr. Wendte was cited for his slide series 
entitled "The Six Mil.lion Dollar Engineer" and Dr. R. F. Espenschied for visuals on 
bxyacetylene welding in two categories (1) equipment and processes and (2) fusion weld-
ing steel. 
Dr. James 0. "Jim" Curtis '47 has been elected to a three-year te.nn on the Board of Di-
rectors, Young Men's Christian Association at the UIUC. Jim also serves on the execu'tive 
committee as chairman of the building committee. 
• 
I 
June was a month of honors and awards for Dr. John W. Matthews. On June 10 he received 
the FFA Distinguished Service Award from the Illinois Association, Future Farmers of 
America. This award ha~ been given to only five individuals since 1929 and is the high-
est award given by the Association. On June 15 John was presented a plaque from the 
Wives Group, Illinois Association of Vocational Agriculture Teachers (IAVAT), and the 
following day received honorary life membership in IAVAT. At the annual banquet that 
evening he was given a book of letters from the teachers in Illinois as he completes 
41 years of service to vocational agriculture in Illinois and looks toward retirement. 
Dr. Donald L. Day is the author of an article "Feedlot Planning for Refeeding Livestock 
Wastes" included in the proceedings of a symposium on livestock development and waste 
recycling held in Moscow, Russia, October 8, 1975. Proceedings were published by the 
U.S. Feed Grains Council. 
Some 100 teachers of agricultural occupations attended a series of six short courses in 
the Department in June. Soybean conditioning and management was a topic handled by Dr. 
J. L. Baker; functional planning of buildings and the farmstead was discussed by Professor 
.D. G. Jedele; Dr. D. R. Hunt and Professor J. A. Weber gave instruction on metrics in 
agriculture; Dr. Jim Scarborough spoke on structural planning - loads and designs; con-
servation practices were discussed -by - Professor Drablos; and an electrical wiring refresh-
er course was handled by Dr. R. F. Espenschied. 
Ear~in June Professor B. J. Butler and Dr. L. E. Bode hosted the power and machinery 
subject matter specialists of the North Central Region, Cooperative Extension Service; 
at a pesticide application equipment workshop. Some 20 specialists donned work clothes 
and had several days of intensive field work to better prepare them for holding schools 
in their respective states for the training of personnel to be concerned with carrying 
out the provisions of new federal pesticide legislation. Assistance was given by repre-
sentatives of equipment manufacturers and by Ralph E. Patterson, agricultural engineer, 
Federal Extension Service. 
June 3 found the Department again hosting the State Agricultural Mechanics Skills Con-
test. Winners in five categories from each of the 25 vocational agriculture sections 
were invited to compete and well over 100 young people actually participated. Although 
arrangements for the contest are largely handled by Dr. Espenschied, Department staff 
members become actively involved. In the five categories, three first-place winners 
were from one school, Chatsworth High, where Gene L. Weber is the teacher of vocation-
al agriculture: Electrification - Bob Schroen; Carpentry - Jim Kaiser; and Surveying -
Jim Kemnetz. In welding Tom Kolesar, Gillespie High School, was the winner and his 
vocati onal agriculture teacher was Leland Ashby, Jr. In the Agricultural Power category 
top score was achieved by Bruce Schonert, East Richland Community Unit (Olney), where 
the program in vocational agriculture last year was in charge of William Washburn and 
Bobby L. Whittington. 
On or about September 1 Dr. John W. Hummel, '70 will JO~n the Department staff as an 
agricultural engineer with the Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. He will be assigned to the soybean production project under the leadership 
of Professor Ralph Nave. Since completing requirements for his doctoral program in the 
Department, John has served as a member of the academic staff, Department of Agricultur-
al Engineering, University of Maryland, College Park. Currently he holds the rank of 
associate professor. 
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On Wednesday evening, June 30, 1976, Dr. Frank B. Lanham was installed at the 70th 
president of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers. The installation was a 
part of the ASAE annual meeting held on the campus of the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln. 
FROM THE NEWSLETTER FILE 
Nickolai Sharov, Soviet agricultural engineer, sends us, "Hearty congratulations on 
the occasion of the National Holiday in your country -- your 200th birthday." Nick 
was a visiting scientist in the Department in 1966-67 working with Professor Weber in 
soil dynamics. Two of Mr. Sharov's Russian publications on use of the penetrometer 
and similitude in traction studies have been translated by Dr. William Gill of the 
National Machinery Tillage Laboratory. 
"Steel Blue eyes twinkling, ever-moving hands ·making pictures in the air, white mutton 
chop sideburns punctuating his face ... " is the way in which an article about Professor 
Bruce McKenzie begins in Purdue Agriculture Reports, Winter 1976. Bruce has worked 
closely and most cooperatively with the Cooperativ~ Extension agricultural engineering 
subject matter specialists in the Department. 
Sukagawa, Sagamihara, Toyohashi, Sagamihara, Yokohama, and Tokyo all had representatives 
visiting the University of Illinois on June 18. There were seven in all from the 
Japanese livestock feed industry including a veterinarian, a chemist, an engineer, and 
others interested in the research in progress at Illinois on refeeding processed live-
stock waste. Dr. D. L. Day_ made the arrangements but he had to be away, so Professor 
D. G. Jedele and Mr. Hyo Chee Kim met the group and with the help of Bill Fisher and 
Dr. Everett Hatfield of the Animal Science Department showed the visitors the projects. 
The assitance of Mr. Kim, our graduate student from Korea, was invaluable because he 
speaks Japanese and was better able to translate technical information than the inter-
preter who came with the group. 
Frank B. Lanham 
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